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; can be 
are at HE second round of the French general elec- geance in foreign affairs, disapprove of the finan- 
© om tions, held on May 8, the day following Presi- cial aid which Right and Center cabinets have 
oonallll dent Doumer’s tragic death at the hands of an extended to big industry while making no ade- 
veal it apparently insane assassin, resulted in a decisive quate provision for the unemployed, and desire a 
political | victory for the parties of the Left, which defeated fundamental change in foreign and domestic pol- 
ries i the government bloc of Right and Center groups icy. The prospects for such a change depend pri- 
" | headed by M. Tardieu, Prime Minister and Min- marily on the composition of the new cabinet 
ister of Foreign Affairs. The most striking gains which M. Herriot will be called to form when the 
eva, the | were registered by the Radical Socialists who, Chamber convenes on June 2. 
estion of | under the leadership of Edouard Herriot, obtained ; é ; : 
ncluding | 157 seats as compared with their former 107, and At that Ume M. Herriot will be faced with two 
oat Brit constitute the largest single party in the new alternatives: he may attempt to reconstitute a 
ips and | Chamber, while the Socialists, led by Léon Blum, _—Left cartel, composed of all Left parties with the 
a increased their mandates from 112 to 129 exception of the Communists, which would give 
acta Contrary to the expectations of some observers, ta 846 seats in the Chamber, or a majority of 
ee ¥ : ; or he may seek to form a coalition which 
.d as the | the majority of French voters remained unmoved ™ , bli 
either by the victory of the Hitlerites in the Prus- would include the Center parties, the Republican 
aller sea ir sections of Anetl 94.or be the geverninent’s and Independent Socialists and the Radical So- 
a ph prediction that the reconstitution of the Left car- eager a Pe - pecs oe  oreakealiel 
of what tel—a coalition of Left parties which held office - . Herriot si ded all b “st 
in 1924-1926 with the support of the Socialists— pent — » ST Sree ee ee ‘oc a 8g 
pears © | would precipitate a flight from the franc and prep ye re kept the way open for either 
provoke financial panic. All Right and Center one of these combinations. 
=IMER, groups—with the exception of M. Tardieu’s The success of a Left cartel, however, depends 
| party, the Left Republicans, which won apparent- on two conditions: the readiness of the national 
| ly eight seats—suffered losses at the polls, and Socialist Congress, which will meet on May 15, 
lew York, | several extreme Nationalists failed of re-election. not merely to tolerate or support, but to partici- 
, Nor did the effects of the world depression on pate in a bourgeois cabinet—a course which it 
oe France, indicated by rapidly increasing unemploy- has hitherto refused to follow; and the willing- 
seal in | Ment and a mounting budget deficit, create any ness of the Radical Socialists to accept the terms 
marked tendency toward Left extremism. While on which the Socialists would enter a Left coali- 
People, the Communist party secured 12 instead of its tion. These terms were outlined by Léon Blum in 
ity Pres former 11 seats, the Communist leaders Marcel a speech delivered at Narbonne on April 11, when 
Cachin and André Marty were defeated in their he declared that his party could not indicate its 
rudy. respective constituencies. future course until it had reached a working 
The victory of the Left parties may represent agreement with the Radical Socialists on three 
cy De nothing more than a periodic swing away from points: immediate and effective reduction of mili- 
— the “ins” in favor of the “outs.” It may be viewed, tary credits, either on a percentage basis or to 
1. National however, as an indication that the small bour- the 1928 level; establishment of a national insur- 
LL, Research geoisie and the workers, who form the backbone ance system which would cover unemployment as 
ilar a Ye. 1 of the Radical Socialist and Socialist parties, are well as industrial and agricultural risks; and na- 
genuinely opposed to the government’s intransi- tionalization of insurance companies and railways. 
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While the Radical Socialists and Socialists 
agree on many questions of foreign policy, such 
as cooperation with the League of Nations, 
Franco-German rapprochement and the desirabil- 
ity of reducing military expenditures, the former 
are far more conservative than the latter. Thus 
Edouard Herriot opposes treaty revision and ar- 
gues that arbitration and security must precede 
disarmament, while Léon Blum favors modifica- 
tion of the peace treaties under Article 19 of the 
League Covenant, and asserts that security must 
be achieved through arbitration and disarma- 
ment. While M. Herriot’s accession to power 
at the head of a Left cartel may inaugurate a 
comprehensive program of social legislation, his 
foreign policy may not differ materially from that 
recently supported by M. Tardieu, unless the So- 
cialists can control the conduct of foreign affairs. 


Should M. Herriot, failing to secure Socialist 
participation in a cabinet of the Left, turn to the 
Center groups for support, the country’s domestic 
policy would probably undergo no radical trans- 
formation. With the aid of M. Tardieu, however, 
the Herriot government might adopt a more con- 
ciliatory foreign policy than that formerly fol- 
lowed by Right and Center cabinets. The pos- 
sibility of such a course was indicated by M. Tar- 
dieu on the eve of the general elections, when he 
sponsored a program which included rapproche- 
ment with Germany, the “adjustment” of repara- 
tion, the economic reconstruction of Eastern Eu- 
rope, the creation of an international police force, 
and League control of civil aviation. 


The victory of the Left parties, which gave the 
signal for complicated negotiations on the part of 
all political groups, coincided paradoxically 
enough with the election of a conservative Presi- 
dent to succeed M. Doumer. Albert Lebrun, pres- 
ident of the Senate, elected on May 10 to the office 
of chief executive by the Senate and the old 
Chamber voting jointly as a National Assembly, 
is a member of the Republican Union, a Right 
Centre group led by Raymond Poincaré, which is 
strongly opposed to the Radical Socialists and 
Socialists. The new President, however, has kept 
aloof from political controversies, and his pres- 
ence at the Elysée is not expected to embarrass 


M. Herriot. VERA MICHELES DEAN. 


The Shanghai Armistice 


On May 5 the Sino-Japanese negotiations at 
Shanghai were brought to a successful close by 
the formal conclusion of a detailed truce agree- 
ment. This result followed the adoption by a 
special session of the League Assembly on April 
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30 of a resolution based upon proposals originally 
formulated by the Committee of Nineteen.* 


The committee’s earlier proposals had provided : 


for Japanese evacuation of the Shanghai area “jy 
the near future,” the date to be determined by a 
majority vote of the powers represented on the 
joint commission at Shanghai. Following assur. 
ances that Japan intended to accept the armistice 


agreement being drafted at Shanghai, however, / 


the Assembly’s resolution of May 30 merely re. 
quired the joint Shanghai commission “to certify 
the mutual withdrawal and to collaborate in ar. 
ranging for the transfer from evacuating Jap. 
anese forces to the incoming Chinese police . . .” 


M. Nagaoka, the Japanese delegate, abstained - 


from voting on the resolution, on the ground that 
Japan did not admit the legality of League action 
under Article XV of the Covenant. 

The formal signing of the Shanghai armistice 
agreement, which had been set for May 2, was de. 
layed by the serious injuries suffered by high Jap- 
anese officials as a result of the explosion of a 
bomb at a military review held in Shanghai. On 
May 5, however, the signatures of the Chinese and 
Japanese representatives were finally attached to 
the document. Its terms provide for a gradual 
Japanese evacuation, to be carried out while the 
Chinese troops maintain their present positions. 
The Japanese forces are to effect an extensive 
withdrawal from the Liuho and Woosung areas 
within a month, beginning one week after the 
signing of the truce. The fulfilment of the truce 
will be supervised by a joint committee, composed 
of two members each from China, Japan, Britain, 
France, Italy, and the United States. 

The truce agreement, as well as Chiang-Kai- 
shek’s régime, has met with nation-wide denun¢ci- 
ation in China, following reports that the armis- 
tice included an unwritten Chinese pledge to put 
an end to further anti-Japanese boycott activi- 
ties. Evidence of this pledge is said to have been 
afforded by telegraphic orders, issued by the 
Nanking government immediately after signa- 
ture of the truce, calling for the suppression of 
all anti-Japanese organizations. The fact that 
the League, in cooperation with representatives 
of the powers at Shanghai, has succeeded in ef- 
fecting virtual evacuation of the Shanghai area 
by Japanese troops within a month’s time limit, 
constitutes a genuine achievement. Should this 
result have been accomplished by China’s sur- 
render on the boycott issue, however, it represents 
a major victory achieved by Japan through force 
of arms, the very thing that the League had set 


out to prevent. T. A. BISSON. 


*cf. “Growing Friction in the Far East,’’ Foreign Policy Bulletin, 
Vol. XI, No. 25, April 22, 1932. 
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